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Appendix 1: Comparative table of expurgations for Bodin’s Methodus 
 
Column 1 provides chapter/section references (followed by page numbers) to the modern edition quoted 
throughout this article (Pisa, 2013). Each of the following four columns offers a short summary of the 
deleted passage or a brief description of the censor’s intervention, comparing different interventions 
where relevant. The minus sign indicates lack of censorial intervention. 
 

B= Bellarmine (1587) 
P= Possevino (1592) 
AM= Unidentified censor, Angelo Mai working copy (~1603?) 
REI= Roman Expurgatory Index (1607)  

Methodus  B P AM REI 
Dedicatory 

letter, 6 
(74) 

Praising mention of 
Charles Du Moulin  —— —— —— 

 
2.4-5 (104-

106) 
Long passage 
containing several 
names of heretics 

—— = B 

Selective 
expurgation in 2.5: 
Melanchthon 
‘devoted to religion 
and piety’.  

3.5 (120) —— Madmen do not act 
willingly = P —— 

3.5 (120) —— Madmen inspired by 
furor divinus = P —— 

 
 

3.15 (128) —— —— 

‘Popes and 
ambassadors’ 
examples of offices 
‘without coercive 
power’  

= AM 

 
3.16 (128) —— 

Popes and clerics 
subject to secular 
power  

= P —— 

 
4.29 (162) 

Deletes names of 
Sleidan and 
Machiavelli 

—— —— = B 

4.42 (170-
172) 

Sleidan ‘pious and 
religious’ —— —— = B 

4.51 (178) Acceptable to lie for 
the sake of the State  —— —— —— 

 
4.52 (178) 

Bessarion’s doubts 
about the holiness of 
saints 

—— —— = B 

 
4.58 (182) 

Sleidan on the 
abolition of the Holy 
Mass in Strasbourg 

—— —— = B 

 
4.76 (194) 

St. Jerome 
‘Ciceronian’ rather 
than Christian  

—— —— —— 

 
4.77 (194-

196) —— 

Defense of Tacitus:  
impiety is not standing 
by one’s religion 
(whether true or false) 

= P  = P and AM 

 
4.93 (206) —— —— —— 

Unbelievable 
account of Mt. 
Vesuvius by 
Procopius 
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4.93 (208) Eusebius’ account of a 
miracle ‘a silly story’  = B = B and P = B, P, AM (whole 

page deleted) 
5.68 (264) Cult of St Anthony 

‘silly’ and ‘impious’ —— —— = B 

 
5.99 (284) —— 

Demons cannot 
subsist where the air is 
thin  

= P —— 

 
5.111 (290) —— 

Pagan times more 
‘religious’ than 
Christian era 

= P —— 

5.112 (292) —— Astrology useful to 
assess historical truth = P —— 

 
5.85 (274) 

Southern peoples 
naturally inclined to 
contemplation 

—— —— —— 

 
5.122-123 
(298-300) 

Long passage on the 
origins and causes of 
the Reformation 
(almost two pages 
deleted) 

Reformers perhaps 
justified; Italy still 
holding on to ‘old 
opinion’. (Selective 
expurgation.) 

= P = B  

 
5.124 (300) 

Southerners and 
Easterners naturally 
constant in religion 

—— —— —— 

 
5.126 (302)  —— 

Acceptable for 
magistrates to lie for 
the sake of the State 

= P —— 

 
5.186 (338) —— 

Hypothesis of a ninth 
sphere/new world 
‘necessary’ (see 
above, footnote 33) 

= P  —— 

6.31 (386) 
—— Bishops do not have 

coercive power  = P 
Adds non omnes 
(‘not all bishops’ 
etc.)  

 
 
 
6.31 (386) —— —— —— 

Popes ‘ridiculously’ 
state that they do not 
have the power to 
kill (censor suggests 
replacing 
‘ridiculously’ with 
‘so they say’). 

6.64 (418) —— Good men make bad 
citizens = P —— 

6.100 (446) Pope holds absolute 
power —— = B = B and AM 

 
6.127 (464) 

Critiques Innocent 
III’s decree on 
consanguinity 

—— = B = B and AM 

6.131 (468) —— —— Pier Luigi Farnese 
‘tyrant’ of Piacenza —— 

 
6.147-148 
(480) 

Long passage on papal 
expansionism and 
religion as a cause of 
political turmoil  

Selective expurgation 
in 6.148: Christian 
religion a cause of 
political turmoil 

= B = B and AM 

6.179 (508) ‘the licentiousness of 
popes’ = B = B and P = B, P, AM 

 
6.192 (516)  

Lord’s Supper 
celebrations in 
Geneva ‘very pious’ 

—— —— = B 
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6.192-193 
(516-518) Praise of Geneva = B = B and P = B, P, AM 

 
6.223 (540) —— —— —— 

Cardinal Farnese 
(future Pope Paul 
III) breaks the seal 
of confession 

 
6.231 (548) 

Reverence in which 
popes are held 
‘shameful’ 

= B —— = B and P 

 
 
6.271 (576) —— —— —— 

Freedom of religion 
and secular 
jurisdiction on 
matters of faith in 
Venice 

6.280 (584) —— Popes need rigorous 
censors = P = P and AM 

 
6.285 (588) —— —— —— 

Praises Peter Martyr 
Vermigli’s views on 
the Hebrew 
Republic 

 
6.292 (594) —— 

Papal succession 
should be by 
inheritance rather than 
election  

= P —— 

 
 
6.295 (596) —— —— —— 

Popes deliberately 
elected at an old age 
to get rid of them 
faster (and often 
killed by poison) 

 
7 (608) —— —— —— 

Rephrases title 
(‘confutatio eorum 
Germanorum, 
qui…’) 

 
7.1 (608) —— —— 

Doubts on the 
interpretation of 
biblical prophecies 

Incipit of chapter 7 
entirely deleted (one 
and a half pages) 

 
 
7.1 (608) 

Praises Calvin for 
suspending judgment 
on interpretation of 
the Apocalypse  

= B = B and P 

Incipit of chapter 7 
entirely deleted (one 
and a half pages). 
Qualifies sentence 
(‘some interpreters 
of the prophecy…’) 

 
 
7.3 (610) —— —— 

Criticizes Bodin’s 
explanation of 
Daniel’s prophecy of 
the four kingdoms 
(but does not delete) 

—— 

8.7 (634) Deletes 
Melanchthon’s name. —— = B  —— 

 
8.7 (634) —— All forms are 

generated ex nihilo  

Finds Bodin’s stance 
on ex nihilo form 
generation ‘silly’ 
(but does not delete) 

—— 

 
8.20 (646) —— 

No God can derive 
from God, no infinite 
from another infinite 
(anti-Trinitarian view) 

= P —— 

8.26 (656) —— God accidental cause 
of evil  = P —— 
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Appendix 2: Extant expurgated copies of Bodin’s Methodus with place and year 
of edition (survey in progress) 
 

1.   COPIED EXPURGATED ACCORDING TO THE ROMAN EXPURGATORY INDEX OF 
1607 

a.   Bergamo, Biblioteca Civica Angelo Mai (Heidelberg, 1599).   
b.   Bologna, Biblioteca Universitaria (Strasbourg, 1598). 
c.   Genua, Biblioteca Universitaria (Basel, 1579). 
d.   London, British Library (Paris, 1572). Slightly idiosyncratic.  
e.   Milan, Biblioteca Braidense (Heidelberg, 1583). With ms. notes: 

expurgatus iuxta correctionem Romanam anni 1607; die Augusti 1509 
[sic] Licentia a Reverendo Inquistore habita quam mihi procuravit 
p[ater Alex[ander] Gonnellus congregat[ionis] Iesu.  

f.   Modena, Biblioteca Estense (Heidelberg, 1583).  
g.   Pisa, Biblioteca Universitaria (Basel, 1579). 
h.   Rome, Biblioteca Giorgio Del Vecchio (Paris, 1572). 
i.   Rome, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Strasbourg, 1599). 
j.   Washington D.C., Library of Congress, Law Library (Paris, 1572). 

2.   COPIES EXPURGATED ACCORDING TO THE SPANISH EXPURGATORY INDEX OF 
1614 

a.   Genua, Biblioteca Universitaria (Basel, 1579) 
3.   COPIES EXPURGATED PARTIALLY AND/OR IN AN IDIOSYNCRATIC FASHION 

a.   Bergamo, Biblioteca Civica Angelo Mai (Basel, 1579). Unidentified 
censor’s working copy (~1603?). See Figure 2.  

b.   Genua, Biblioteca Universitaria (Paris, 1572). Loosely based on 
Bellarmine’s 1587 censura. 

c.   Piacenza, Biblioteca Passerini Landi (Strasbourg, 1607). Incomplete 
expurgation (first three chapters only) iuxta Roman Expurgatory Index 
of 1607.  

d.   Rome, Biblioteca Nazionale (Strasbourg, 1607). Incomplete 
expurgation iuxta Roman Expurgatory Index of 1607 (with occasional 
idiosyncrasies). 

e.   Rome, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, fondo Barberini (Basel, 1576). 
Only names of heretics are crossed out. 

f.   Turin, Fondazione Firpo (Heidelberg, 1591). Resembles to some extent 
item 3b, but more invasive expurgation. See Figure 1.  

 
8.56 (676) —— —— —— 

Melanchthon, 
Funck, and Beza on 
biblical chronology 

 
10 (742) 

Invitation to study 
Protestant 
historiographers 

—— —— —— 

 
 
10 (746 
and 
passim) 

Deletes: Luther, 
Melanchthon, 
Bullinger, Funck, 
Münster, Foxe, 
Sleidan, Historia 
Magdeburgica, 
Aventinus. 

Deletes: Luther, 
Melanchthon, Historia 
Magdeburgica  

= P, + Peutinger, 
Carion, Peucer 

Deletes: = P + 
Machiavelli 
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4.   CLEAN COPIES AWAITING EXPURGATION 
a.   Guastalla, Biblioteca Maldotti (Basel, 1579). With ms. note: Opus 

prohibitur in Appendice Indice Tridentini. 
b.   Rome, Biblioteca Vallicelliana (Heidelberg, 1591). With ms. note: 

Expurgandus.  
c.   Rome, Biblioteca Nazionale (Geneva, 1610). With ms. note 

Pro[h]ib[itus]. 
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